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Mercy School
SCHOOL ETHOS POLICY

Introduction

Ethos Statement
The Mercy School, Wexford, is a community which is proud of its Catholic

tradition as handed down by the Sisters of Mercy.

We are committed to developing each child’s full potential in a positive,
supportive and Christian environment. We invite everyone to participate and we
urge everyone to contribute.

MOTTO

“Ar aghaidh linn le chéile”

Mercy School Guiding Principles

Key Aspects of Mercy School Ethos
Catholic Tradition and Values:

The ethos is rooted in Catholic teachings and the core values exemplified
by Catherine McAuley, including compassion, justice, service, respect, and
integrity.

Holistic Development:

The School strives for the full and harmonious development of each child,
encompassing their intellectual, creative, personal, physical, moral, and spiritual
growth.

Inclusivity and Diversity:

Mercy schools are welcoming and inclusive, cherishing all children as
individuals and encouraging them to appreciate their own identities and cultures,
while also understanding and accepting others.

Focus on Vulnerable Populations:

A commitment to helping the poor, disadvantaged, and marginalized is a central
tenet, reflecting the historical mission of the Mercy Order.

Community and Partnership:

The school community actively works in partnership with parents, staff, and the
wider community to create a supportive environment for everyone involved in
the school.
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Environmental Awareness:

There's an emphasis on promoting environmental consciousness and
encouraging the preservation of the environment, both within the school and in
the broader community.

Preparation for Life:

The aim is to prepare students not just for academic success but also for future
life, work, and further education in a way that fosters self-reliance and a sense of
personal worth.

Spiritual and Moral Development:

The ethos includes religious instruction and activities, fostering a living
relationship with God and encouraging a philosophy of life inspired by Christian
beliefs.

Governance

® The Mercy School operates within the regulations as laid down by the
Department of Education & Skills. The school follows the primary
school curriculum prescribed by the Department of Education & Skills.

* The on-going internal monitoring by principal and staff is supported
through the external evaluation by the Department of Education & Skills
Inspectorate.

* The Mercy School is governed by a Board of Management. The board of
management is committed to the successful implementation of recent
legislation, in particular the Education Act, 1998, the Education Welfare
Act 2000 and the equal Status Act 2000.

® The Mercy School seeks to provide a high standard of education where
each child is encouraged to reach his/her personal potential.

® The school will serve the local community in its totality. It will welcome
all children without prejudice. As per section 61 (3) of the Education Act
1998, ‘civil status ground’, ‘disability ground’, ‘discriminate’, ‘family
status ground’, ‘gender ground’, ‘ground of race’, ‘religion ground’,
‘sexual orientation ground” and ‘Traveller community ground’ shall be
construed in accordance with section 3 of the Equal Status Act 2000.
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® The education of children is a two-way partnership between parents and
school. In playing out this role shared by school and parents, the school
will keep parents fully briefed on their child’s educational development
and guide parents in the most effective way of collaborating with the
school.

Ethos Statement
The Mercy School is where:

1. SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
Preparation for the reception of the Sacraments of

(a) Reconciliation

(b) First Eucharist

(c) Confirmation

is carried out in the appropriate classes. We work closely with the Parish.

1. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
We are a Catholic school and we follow the Grow in Love programme throughout
the whole school. A particular “slot” is designated each day for teaching religion
in accordance with the Rules for National Schools. However the essence is spiral
and cross curricular.

2. CUSTOM & PRACTICE

The Church Calendar is celebrated e.g. Ash Wednesday, Lent, Easter, Advent,
Christmas and November where we remember those who have died. The month
of May we devote to Our Lady. Our school year begins and ends with the
celebration of a Mass.

3. PASTORAL CARE & OVERALL CHILD WELL-BEING

It is the policy in Mercy School to strive to foster the holistic development of each
individual student and teacher within an atmosphere of care, concern and respect.
Each child is an important human person, created by God, entrusted to the school
by parents and society and worthy of unconditional respect for his/her dignity.
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Our Mission Statement
We Strive to make Mercy School

 aplace of education and development
« where each child is cherished and encouraged to reach his/her full potential.

In an atmosphere of respect for:

o self
o others
¢ our heritage

e Our environment
« and God

We promote

self worth

personal responsibility

love of learning

academic competence

and the belief that we can make our world a better place.

We work towards this in a spirit of:

co-operation, enjoyment and dialogue between
pupils

parents

management

teachers

other staff

the community.

=

The school is an integral part of the local community for its pupils and
parents.

Children are encouraged and supported in living their lives to the full.
High standards are the goal in teaching and learning.

Everybody is valued and treated with respect.

Diversity is recognised and celebrated.

@S W
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What this ethos means...

For our pupils we:

To be a safe environment to allow the children to grow. As our student
council described it “A home away from home, where you feel
comfortable. Filled with friends, activities and learning. Where you feel
included and you belong.”

Promote a holistic approach to education, developing all aspects of the
child:

intellectually, physically, culturally, morally and spiritually.

* Provide a top class education where each child is encouraged to reach

his/her potential.

Are committed to the spirit of inclusion and equality, where each member of
the school community is valued and treated with respect.

Set high expectations in a caring and nurturing environment.

For our parents we:

® Promote an open and consultative environment, where
parents are recognised as partners in their child’s education.

* Encourage their involvement in the education of their child
and we endeavour to support them in this process.

As a staff we:

Strive for excellence in all we do.
Create a welcoming and happy atmosphere in the school.
Value all members of the school community.
Support and encourage each other.
Listen carefully, communicate clearly.
Are committed to playing our part in developing the school as a
learning organisation.

Nurture each child and focus on their positive attributes.
Work with outside agencies in the best interests of our pupils.
Hold collective responsibility for all our pupils, the school environment,

good staff relations, a nurturing working atmosphere and a positive
school reputation.
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For our wider community we:

e Reflect and cater for the needs of the community.

e Work closely with community organisations and community leaders to
enrich the education of our pupils.

e Provide opportunity for the wider community to become involved in
the life of the school.
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