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Mobile Phone and Personal Electronic Devices Policy

Introduction

As recommended by the C.P.S.M.A (the catholic school management authority) the
Mercy School Board of Management does not allow pupils to bring mobile phones to
school. This is for health and safety reasons, to prevent bullying and to reduce
distractions in school. The capacity of many devices to take photographs make video
or sound recordings could lead to child protection and data protection issues with
regard to inappropriate capture use or distribution of images.

Rationale

*Mobile phones and internet —connected devices can be used to conduct bullying
campaigns

*Mobile phones and internet -connected devices can provide access to cameras and
the internet giving pupils opportunity to view and disseminate inappropriate images
*Mobile phones and internet - connected devices can be intrusive and distracting in a
school environment

*SEN ipads going home? Please see below

*Where the use of an electronic device has been specifically recommended for a
student and approved by the school this can offer valuable support for their learning.
However it is the responsibility of parents and guardians to regularly monitor any
internet connected device their child uses (or has access to at home) ensuring that all
content is appropriate.

Relationship to School Ethos

The use of mobile phones and unauthorised use of electronic devices by pupils
contravenes the provision of a safe and secure school environment conducive to
learning in our primary school.

Our school’s aims and ethos state that the true purpose of education is seen to be the
realisation of every individual’s potential so that they can play a useful and fulfilling
role in society. Under the guidance of the teacher and in collaboration with parents,
digital technologies can enhance learning while equipping children with the skills to
navigate the online world safely and responsibly.

School Procedures

e The use of personal mobile/smart phones and other personal devices by children
who attend the school is not allowed while the children are in the care of the
school staff, while at school, on trips from the school or involved in extra-curricular
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activities. The children should, therefore, not bring mobile phones and other
personal devices to school or when engaging in school-related activities.

e Mobile/Smart phones and other personal devices that are found in the school
should be handed to the School Office.

e Children who need to contact home during school hours may do so through the
School Secretary using the School landline phone 067 32748

e Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency, the School Office remains the
first point of contact and can ensure that your child is reached quickly and a
message passed onto them.

e If a child needs a mobile phone for emergencies or for another specific reason then
a parent/guardian must write to the school Principal requesting permission for the
phone to be brought into school. This request will be assessed by the Board of
Management and a reply sent to the parent/guardian in question. The phone must
be kept in the principal’s office at all times in the school.

e If a child brings a mobile phone to school without permission it will be confiscated
and will be returned to the parent/guardian of that child.

If a child takes a photo/video/audio recording in school without express permission
this will be dealt with under the schools “Behaviour Policy” and sanctions may be
imposed as deemed necessary.

Pupils using mobile phones during school or on school related activities to bully other
pupils or send offensive messages/calls will face disciplinary actions as per the School
Code of Behaviour.

It should be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone to menace,
harass or offend another person. As such, if action as sanctioned by the BOM in this
regard is deemed ineffective, as with all such incidents, the school may consider it
appropriate to involve the Gardai.

The school accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile
phones. The safety and security of mobile phones is wholly a matter for
pupils/parents.

The school accepts no responsibility for pupils who lose or have their mobile phones
stolen while travelling to and from school.
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Request to Bring Mobile Phone to School.
| hereby request permission for my child to bring her mobile phone/Personal Electronic
Device to school on the following occasion(s)

The reason for this request is as follows:

I understand that this request is agreed subject to the conditions as laid out in the school “Mobile Phone and Personal
electronic Devices Policy
” policy and I agree to abide by these conditions.

Signed: Date:
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